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® Three clear and evident grounds 


from which ic will appear that 
they are no Miniſters of CHRIST. 
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” I. A Parrallel between them and FE 
Fewiſþ Prieſts. 
” Il. A Parrallel between them and Si- 
> mon the Sorcerer. | 
III. A Parrallel between' them and the 
| artificiall marchandizing tradeſmen, 
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FP E A DE R,the reaſon why Thave 


brought fortb this ſmall Treatiſe 
to publike viewsjs for thy infor= 
mation , who haſt been a long 


e& © Antichriſt, under the name and 
notion of a Miniſtry of Chriſt. 

2. Becauje the Lord bath ſaid it, that we ſhould. 
ſbew no pitty to Babilons inhabitants, much leſſe 
then to the ring-leaders of that myFicall confuſion, 
that at this day the world Iyeth in, under the name 
of Church, MinifFry, Ordinances, &c. Some per- 
chance may ſuppoſe that the end of this diſcovery, is 
to make them contemptible in their perſons, names, 
&c. flowing from a private git of revenge. But 
truly friends it's not ſo, I can ſay truly, the Lord 
bath taught me another leſſon, ts doe good to ene= 
mies, pray for them , ſeek, their converſion 3 and 
I can jay truly, that it would be a great joy to mtg- 
to ſee any of them enlightened, renewed, changed; - 


but when I behold the great confuſion that is among 
| A 2 the 


time deluded with a Miniſtry of | 


j 


% 


tbe men of the earth, principally occaſioned by the 
' Miniſters of the earth ; thouſands, and ten thou- | 
{ands. lying not only dead in trefÞaſſes and ſins,but 
in profeſſions and Ordinances, &c. I ſay not only 
for Lions ſake, but for the ſake of tbe poor deluded 
Soul, who live below and without truth ; under the 
profeſſion of ſomething like the external part of 
truth. I cannot hold my peace,till all theſe falſboods 
and deluſions fall te the ground, and the glory of 
Zion be more known and lived in: tead, and 
judge with an impartiall fpirit, and I truſt you ſball 
, not fide one word of a malicious ſpirit ; not like 
Mr. Edwards, reckoning up perſonall infirmities, 
for then I could [ay much more; but clearer and true 
diſcoveries of deceivers under the name and notion 
of Chriſt. 

Thus much by way of information, as likewiſe 
by way of prevention of thy miſ- underſtanding of 
that which followeth : by him who remains thy | 
friend, and the truths ſervant. 


Thomas Colyer. 


(1) 
Th rſt Parrallel. 
BETWEEN 


The JEW ISH Prieſts and Levites: 
And thoſe of our times. 


rn 


—_— _ 


The Fewiſb Priefts and Levites , and thoſe cf our 
times are alike, as if they bad indeed been all 
the Sons of one Father, the Tribe of Levi 3 they 
ſay the Lot of Gods own Inberitance, although 


mn truth, there is no ſuch thing. 


He Jewiſh Prieſts Were to offer Sa+ 
crifice, to make Peace and Re- 
conciliation for the ſinnes of the 
People 3 and herein they were 
a Type of Chriſt, Levit. 9. withi 
Hebr. 9. This hath been one 
Wo principall work of the Prieſts of 
theſe latter times to offer Sacrifice, ta make peaceand 
reconciliation for finne ; this hath been their end- in 
praying, and preſſiag others to pray, that fo they 
, Might make peace and reconciliation for tranſgreſſiunz 
although not pofitively, yer circumſtancially, there it . 
ends, though Chriſt be often mentioned, yet not 
| A3 with- 


(2. 

without prayers , teares, reformation, (Fc. to fir the 

2. Hence itis, that finners are ſo often preſt to 
weeping and mourning, that ſo they might weep and 
- mourn out finne, and never tell of believing, rill fnne 
be wept forth , and then believe 3 nay, thar there is 
no ground of believing till then : a meer delution, a 
very lye- Hence ir is likewiſe that prayers, dayes of 
Humiliation, have been fo much exalted, as peace-ma- 
kers,.and the glory of both of inrernall conſolation as 
of cxternall deliverances hath been given unto ir, and 
the Prieſts muſt have the greateſt ſhare of that ho- 


nour, Why? Becauſe they pray moſt , and beſt, 


they doe it by office 3 it is their trade to offer Sa- 
crifices, to make peace : others may pray wel,and doe 
much, bur they can pray better, becauſe they doe it 
by office 3 this I have heard aſcerted by them, there- 
fore affirme it 3 and thus they have not only been 
ce-makers themſelves in their own apprehenfions, 
t have dire&ted others to the ſame work, to the 
ſame way : what is the converſion taught by them bur 
only a legall converſion from ſumne to duty. If thou 
. canſt forlake thy finnes, pray, hear Sermons, walke 
holily, my ſoul for thine thou ſhalt. be ſaved ;* thus 
ferting up ſelf-reformation, duties; Cc-"in the roome 
of Chrift, tnaking peace- #0 | 
Oh wonderfull and horrible delafion! And 
People, look well unto your ſelves, if you build-upon 


this foumdation, and ſo live and die, you are like to 


be undone for ever 3 If the blinde lead the blinde, both 
@eliketo fo into the pit. | 
' 2- The Jewiſh Prieſts were to no the Law, 
Nebem. 8. 9, 8.' Hence ir is thar Chriſt cals them 
Lawyers, woe be unto you Lawyers, (4c. and this hath 
been the work of the ſecond Tribe a long rime, to in- 
rerpret 


| 
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terpret the Law, _ to ſer people a woſking for life, 
Preaching the Law, and threatning nt; ro 
drive to Chriſt, and not ro draw with the cords of 
love, which is ſutable unto the Goſpel- - True it is of 
late, that many of them have learned to fay ſomething 
of the externall part of the Goſpel, becauſe elſe. rhey 
cannot be eſteemed, neither will their wares 'goe off 
any longer, people having received ſome farther light; 
but this they dove wich much confuſion, ſome trmes 
almoſt looſing themſelves 3 and ſome-times thwatting, 
and contradicting themſelves. ofren in a Sermon Alt- 
though it be wel known thar not many years fince, jt 
was 4 matter of fa, and deſerved cenſure, to preach 
Chriſt freely , juſtifying finners withour themſelves, 
duries, prayers, tears, reformarions, ro fetch in love, 
conſolation, (4c nor aKing to God from the enjoy- 
ment of life, peace , love , power, (Fc- ſo that they 
might enjoy Communion with God, and receiye from 
him what is their own in him. | 3 FO" 
3- The Jewiſh Prieſts were to purifie their; wo- 
men, Levit, 12. They were to be accounted unclean; 
untill the time of their purification: rhis is fikewife 


the work of the Pricfts of theſe times, to purifie the 


women,. until which time they are accounted as for- 
merly, uuclean. 1 wonder what is become of the Lamb 
and the Pigeon, commanded for - a burnt and a ſin offer- 
ing, verſ.. 6, 7. It's like, the Prieſtsprayer- mult” palſe 
in ſtegd of ir 3 only note, in one thing they paſſe rhe 
Priefts then, though they come ſhort in the P rgeon 
and Lamb, ( thar is) they provide a purifying Sacrifice, 
and ſell it unto the women inſtead of a Lamb, a prat- 
&r or two for four pence, although skarce worth 
It- | 
4- The Jewiſh Prieſts were to live by Tythes 
and-ofterings, they had no Porrion given them jy he 
A 4 | 


SH we) newt be off, (4) hs « 
land of Conan ; and this hath the Priefts of onr 
times 4 fiated to themſelves , they are Prieſts 

of the Tribe of Levi, as themſelves ſay, and they doe 
the worke of Prieſts, and therefore they maſt have the 
maintenance of Prieſts : ro wit, Tyrhes and Offerings, 
and this they plead for by Divine-Righr, from the Old 
T ſe ſera part for the Prieſts then 


the Law- 
from humane right , 
y) have given it unto them : 
ters not much with them, whether it be of Divine, 
or Humane right, ſo they have it , they defire nor 
much 'ro diſpute the bufinefſe 3 rake him Gaoler is 
the ſtrongeſt ſyllogiſme they defire ro ms 
for confirmation of this, as of all other ei 
Humane rights: 1 
I ſhall a little examine the buſines about Tythes, 
before I paſſe this particular, Numb. 18. 24. 
finde ons Tyokes were - given to the Trikg 
And behold I had given the Children of Egvi 
tenth in Iſrael for an inheritance, for tbe ſervice which 
they ſerve, even the ſervice of the Tabernacle of the 
Congregation, (Fc. Where you may take notice : 

Firſt, That Tythes were ſet a part by God, Levit. 
AP, 

” tis Comanded only of the Jewes; and none 
elle. 

Thirdly, To be paid in the Land of Canaan, and 
no other Land mentioned in Scriprure 3 the Jewes 
were not commanded to pay it, till they came into 
that Land, where the reft of the Tribes had inheritan- 
ces given them, and the Tribe of Levi none, for the 
was reſerved for their Inheritance. 

Fourrhly, It was@ Be paid ro that Tribe, (viz.) 
the Tribe of Lev? and none elſe, if any other Tribe 

or 


—  ——_ 
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| > / SO Ts 
or perſon had appropriated ir to themſelves, they had 
5 whe and Robbers 3 Mal. 3. 8. OY 

How this illigitimate Tribe, that now appro- 
priates Tythes to themſelves,* can free themſelves 
from the like, I leave it to all men to judpe. 

s- The end of the payment of Tythes, was for 
the livelihood of thoſe who ſerved ar the Altar. 2 Cor. 
9. They were under a Legall adminiſtration, there- 
fore rhey were to live of the Law 3 but thoſe who are 
under the Goſpels diſpenſations, they live of the 
Goſpel : char is, free, for Goſpel-people are a free 
people 3 and Miniſters who live-in a free Covenant 
of Grace, can truſt God for their maintenance, and te 
content with a little : as Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who 
could fay truly, that though they had nothing , yer 
they polleſſed all things: 

Objef. Ir is ſaid, Gen- 14- That Abraham tpaid 
Tythes to Melchiſedeck , which 'was not in the Land of 


Canaan, neither yet to the Tribe of Levi. 


Anſw. True, yer note: 
Firſt, Abraham gave the tenth voluntarily, and 
freely, nor by compullion, as now the Prieſts demand 
It. | 


Secondly, Ahraham paid the tenth of the ſpoil 


"which he had taken in war from the enemy, and none 


elſe, which is no warrant for the raking of the tenth 
of all ; therefore all that can be expeQed thence, is 
bur the tench of ſpoil raken in war, if the Sonldiers are 
free to give it- 

Tres This tenth of the ſpoil was given to 
Melchiſedeck, and not ro them 3 therefore unlefſe 
they prove themſelves ro be Melchiſedeck., this 
Scripture will doe them no good ar all, which I 
thinke they will nor afſume ; for he was an imediate 
Type of Chriſt : Hebr. 7. as were the Prieſts and 

Levites, 


- 


_ n Se 


Levites; to whom Tythes were due , and, that by an 


Ordinance not of man, but of God- r-3., 

+ The Tribe of Levi in Abraham paid Tythes 
to this Melchiſedeck,; therefore no ground. for our 
ſecond Tribe to demand Tythes, but rather to pay 
Tyrches, if Melchiſedeck come to demand them. 

Obje&t. If Tythes were not paid, how ſhould Mini 
ſters be maintained, for it is meet that thoſe that preach 
the Goſpel, ſbould live of the Goſpel 3 but we know by 
experience that many places would sharce. maintaine 
thetr Miniſters bread, if they were not compelled by 
a _ therefore it is convenient that Tythes ſhould 
be paid. ; 

Anſw. Firſt it is an evident ground, that they 
are no Miniſters of Chriſt, that will not truſt him for 
their nzinrenance, and a principall note of infidelity; 
a wonderfull diſhonour to Jeſus Chriſt, to prerend ro 
be his Servants, and yet will nor truſt him, but will be 
caring and providing for themſelves. Ir is, as if a fer- 


vant conditioning wich his maſter to ſerve hini, ſhould + 


not only indent with him for nuaintenance, but would 
be caring and providing for himſelf : nay, not only 
caring and providing for himſelf, but conditioning 
with another man to care for him, and to give him 
wapes 3 this is the dealinys of the Prieſts with Jeſus 
Chriſt, they will not truſt him : Queitionleſſe ir is be- 
cauſe they are none of his Servants, they doe not his 
work, if they did, they would be contenc with his 
wages z which is free gift, as well Temporally as 
SpMeually. 
Secondly , Thoſe who cannot preach withour 
Tythes, or any other ſtinted maintenance, ir is an 
argument they ſeek more their own bellies, then the 


honour of Jeſus Chriſt, like unto your day-Jabourers, J 


thar will be ſure to kaow their pay, or elſe they will 
nct 


— 
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not work : fach belly-gods are they, that if any pyt 
nor into their mquthes, they even prepare war againſt 
them. 

- Queſt. , Did ever Chriſt and his Apoſiles praftiſe the 
like ? | | | 
 Anſw. They never ſet forth an holy Ordinance 
for Tythes, they never vext men at Law in all their 
lives 3 nor ever were they Wolves unto the Sheep, 
but rather as meck Lambs, in ſufferings deep. 

It js very juſt that they ſhould be pined for want, 
a; d that for thele Reaſons: * 

Firſt, Becauſe they-would not truſt Jeſus Chriſt, 
but forſake him, and truſt to the power of Magiſtracy 
ro maintaine them 3 the civill Sword is the funda- 
mentall of their livelyhood 3 now can they blame 
Chriſt, if he care not for thoſe that wi 1 nor truſt 
him ? Did he ever engage himſelf by promiſe to ſuch 
a people, if ever their Maſters that fer them a work, - 
{rom whence they expe power to fetch in mainte- 


*- nance, leave them? As ſuch a rimie will come : Who 


= will care for them, when their mounraines wi:l 
r cover them any longer ? 
2. Becauſe they thruſt ſuch a people npon Jeſus 
* Chriſt as he never owned, no wonder if ſuch a people 
ſtarve their Teachers; and juſt it is it ſhovld be ſo, 
for they ſtarve, delude, and undo their Sculs, telling 
them they are Chriſtians, a Church, when they are 
not ; was ever {uch a thing as this heard of, that a 
Miniſter of Chriſt ſhould be in doubt of ſtarving, 
unleffe he provide for himſelf by a Law? A wonder- 
full and horrible thing is committed in the Land, 
The Prophets propheſie lyes, and the Prieſts bear . rule 
by that means, and the people love to have it ſo, and 
what will you doe in the end thereof ? 
3- Becauſe the Lord hath faid it, The = 
a 
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|  XEVBY 
ſhall lacke and ſuffer hunger, hut they that fear the 
= and wait updn him, ſhall want nothing that is 
ood. _ 
F Quere. Are the Prieſts of England Lions 2 + 
® Anſw, Yea, For firſt, Lions get their preyby 
violence, ſo doe they 3 witneſſe their holy Ordinance 
for Tythes, witnefſe their raking by violence from 
thoſe ro whom rhey might berter give 3 witnefſe 
their greedy delire to devour with open mouth, the 
Lambs of Jeſus Chriſt , would the Parliament once 
grant their unſatiable deſire z Witneſſe their Petition 
ro the Parliament ro have them burnt with the letter 
B: to have them proſecuted as felons for their lives: 
this was the good will of the Prieſts ro the poore 
Lambs of Jeſus Chriſt: but when their Lion, the 
Lord Jeſus ſhall roar out of Z I 0 N, all the Beaſts of 
- Forreſt ſhall tremble , which will be ere 
Ns 
1 Thus are they like to be a Generation that muſt 
ſuffer wanr, art leaſt in their Sonls, in the time of 
drought, when the Towers fall. Iſazah, 65. 11, 12,13- 
Yea, (to wit) The Saints ſhall eat, but they ſhall be 
hungry, yea, ſhall drinks, but they ſhall be thirſty,gyc. 
5. The Priefts were the greateſt enemies to 
Jefus Chriſt in thoſe times ; they it were, who hired 
Fudas to betray him 3 who cryed out, crucifie him, 
crucifie him, a way with ſuch a ſellow from the earth ; 
they it was who. gave large monies to the Sounldiers 
to belie him, and to ſay his Diſciples ſtole him away 
by night, gc. 
This hath been, and is the praQtiſe of the Prieſts 
z3n our dayes, under rhe notion of Hereticks and Se- 


dncers, to deſtroy the Saints : And why ? Becauſe 


the Saints diſcovering truth, will deſtroy their errour 
and falſhood 3 we delire not the Magiſtrate ro _ 
m 


; 
| 


| 
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a ready to perſecure and kil the diſciples & followers 
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* 
them, bur liberty to profeſſe and praftiſe truth, be- 
fore which they are nor able to ſtand, no more then 
a morning dew before the Sun. | 
6+ The Prieſts under the Law , they loved the 
uppermoſt rooms at feaſts, and the chief places in Syna- 
gegues, and greetings in the markets, and to be called of 
men Rabbi, Mat. 23» 697+ 
Quare. Were the Scribes and Phariſes Prieſts 2? 
Anſw. Yea, See Nehem. 8. 9. Exra the Prieff, 
the Scribe, fc. And this is the expectation of the 
Prieſts now, there need no Scripture to prove it,they 
love the uppermoſt rooms at Feaſts, and uſually have 
it 3 and the Chief Seats in the Synagogues, that was 
in their places of meeting, now (not for want of ig- 
norance) commonly calted Churches', who have the 
Chief Holy high place, where none may come but 
themſelves, with their conſent, with reverence be ir 
ſpoken : and greetings in the markets,.the cap and 
knee is much expected, and to be called of men Rqb- 
bi, that is, Maſter 3 althoough there be no maſter in a 
Towne befides, yet this Prieſt muſt be a maſter : this 
is one of Solomons evils that ke had ſeen under the 
Sun, Servants on Horſe-back., and Maſters walking ow 
foot 4s ſervants, on the ground ; they are the peoples 
Ser zants, they expe& their wages frony them. Olr 
horrid pride ! Was ever ſuch a thing as this heard of? 


Whar, Servants become their Matters Mafter. Servants 
; on horſe-hack, riding, ruling, and their Maſters on 


foor, made ſlaves unto rhem« | 

7+ They built the Tombes of the Prophets, 
and garniſhed their Sepulchers, Matth. 23. 29. but 
they perſecured Chriſt and his Apoſtles : ſo doe our 
Prieſtly Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, pretend ro 
have high thoughts of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, bur are 


of 


C 10) 
of Chriſt as ever the Pricſts of old 3 they build theit 
Tombes, and-garniſh them 3 they ſpend all their time, 
and ſtudy to fnde out the minde of Chriſt and his Diſ- 
Ciples in their writings, and yer come infinitely ſhorc 
of it: Chriſt a Carpenter, Paul a Tent-maker, Peter a 
Fiſher-man, all of them poore tradeſmen : yet theſe 
wen of Arts and parts, ſpend all their rime, and make 
uſe of their Aurhors, ro underſtand what they write : 


bur if God raiſe up any Fiſher-man, Carpenter, Cob- - 


ler, or the like, in him, and by him, to reveal his 
truth 3 O away with ſuch a fellow from the carth ! he 
is a Mechanick fellow, one of no breeding, he know- 


eth not the Originall, (4c. I warrant you if Chriſt and” 


his Apoſtles were on che earth againe, they ſhould 
-finde as hard meaſurs from them, as ever from the 
Prieſts of old: 

Whar doe theſe bur Jaſtifie the proceedings of all 
perſecutors that have gone before them, and fo bring 
upon themſelves all the righteous blood-ſhed, even 
from the blood of Abel, unrill this time ? 

8. And finally the end of all was, that they might 
hold up their Religion, and jn that their honour and 
profits : they knew, if they ſhould ler Chriſt alone, 
he would deſtroy cheir religion, and fo lay them open 
unto contempt. This is likewiſe the ground of our 
Pricſts oppoſing and perſecuting rhe Saints, to uphold 
their Nationall Church , Religion , Worſhips, &c. 
And therein their Honour, viz- the Cap and Knee 
of the Vulgarz their profits , Tythes, rheir great 
DIANA; This they can doe , but by the exalta- 
tion of their humanity, Arts and parts gotten by 
their induſtry ar the Univerſities 3 and this is their 


greateſt Goddeſſe DI AN A; by which they uphold. / 


all , and hope to keep in their credit, with the 


ignorant ſtill ; bur this Diana learning in the —_ 
O 


ays 


- 
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' would haye gotten him nwch credit as well as profit 3 


(11) 


of God, will fall and break irs neck ere long, as Dagon 


hefore the Ark; it begins to tremble already, it dares 
not look trurh in the face, withouc the pSwer of Par- 
liament to aſſiſt, 8c. 


PPYPPPEPPY PPP PPP 
Second Parrallel. 


BETWEEN 


Them : and Simon the Sorcerer, 
AFs 8. 


—_——_———— 


—— 


Imon Magus his fin is looked upon by thoſe who 
|| © not what it was, as very horrid and wicked, 
and it's true , Peter ſaid that he declared himſelf by it, 
co be in the gall of bitrernefle, and bond of iniquity; 
the Prieſts give a very high and learned interpretation 
of it, (that is,) to buy a Parſonage 3 and this they call 
Simony, who ſo buyes a Perſonage as Simon Mags ; 
But I believe if we come to examine what was Simons 
ſinne, we fhall finde more Sir Simons, then nuany are 
aware of. 

Simons ſinne, it was Firſt, to buy the gifts of the 
holy Spirit. 

2. As it 1s generally underſtood, to that end he 
might ſell them again, and irs likely to be rroe, for it 


he 
FP 


| (12) | 
he ſhould have made ogred exchange, for the loſle of 
the ſpirit and power of divination and ſorcery, ts have 
tren the Smric of God, by which, he thoughe quick- 

y co inrich himſelf. 13G; 

So then, here was Simons fin, he would have 
bought the gifrs of the Spirit, to thar end he might 
have ſold them, that ſo he might inrich himſelf by ir. 
See then how 'the Prieſts of our time run parrallel 
with him. | 

I argue it thus, Thoſe who buy their gifrs, of pur- 
poſe to ſell* them, are guilty of Simon the Sorcerers 
finne. Bur the Prieſts of England buy their giſts of 
Purpoſe to ſell chem, and get gain 3 Ergo, the Prieſts 
of England are guilty of Simon the Sorcerers fin. That 
this was Simons ſin, is cleared 3 that who ſo doth the 
like, are guilty of Simons ſin, is unqueſtionable 3 that 


| 

{ 

only which remains to be proved, is, yu the Prieſts Þ * 
of England, buy their gifrs of purpoſe to ſell them. ( 
Firſt chat they buy them it, will appear, theſe things 4 © 
conlidered- w—_— \ 
Firſt, What gifts and abilities they have, are hn- } * 
mane, ſuch as chey have attained in the Schools, which r 
+ Coſt chem much money, as well as induſtry for the A " 
gaining of them. t 
Secondly , Their appropriating all abilities of t 
Preaching, to themſelves , accounting it alrogerher J 4 
impoſſible for any other to have any gift at all, who b 
have nor bought it like themſelves 3 ſo that they doe I *< 
not only buy themſelves. but deny any other way of T 
attaining gifts, to any elſe 3 pierending Phyloſophy to 't 
be rhe Mother of Theology 3 Ah horrible blaſphemy . 


againſt the Spirit, who is freely given, and freely og- 
perates as it pleaſeth. | 
Thirdly, Their owne confeſſion when they come 
to (ell, thac their gifrs coſt them much money} F 
and 


* 
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ard therefore they ol them. at oo deareſt rate- 
' . 2. That they buy of purpoſe toſcll, appears : 
Firſt, Ir nay. great end for which hy were. by 
their Parents dedicatcd and ſet a part a purpoſe to get 
Iliving, even as they binde their .children Appren- 
Tices, (Fc+ | F 
Secondly, It appears by their praQtiſe, which is, to 
ſel all, and that at the deareſt rate too 3 witneſle their 
looking after the greateſt and fatreſt livings, where 
there are moſt-Calves, Lambs, and Tyth-pigs, Corne, 
Hay, and Gleb-land, rhicher- uſually is their call ; wit- 
nefſe their often removing from a leffer living to a 
greater, ten pounds more per annum is a ſufficient call 
from one Parſonage- to another 3 witnefſe their firſt 
quere, what it is worth per annum, and if that pleaſeth 
them, then they go, never querying what Saints be 
there : nay, fo far are they from char, if they hear thyc 
Chriſt and Saints be there, then they dare not come 
| there, for fear that light will diſcover their darkneſſe ; 
witneſſe their jndenring for thus much by the weeke, 
in caſe they ſupply any place thac wants, which is ſ- 
$ much clear gain unto them,for rheir own pay goes on 
nevertheleſſe at home z witneſle, their Peticioning 
I the Parliament for increaſe of maintenance, where 
they judge ir is too little, alrhoughſome of them have 
Js 40- pound, fome $0.1i. ſome 100-li- ſome 140. li. and - 
beſides a great wrong to the Parliament,or at the leaſt 
to the Subje& 3 witneſſe the commen praftiſe of 
Towns and populous places, who beholding-their 
teniper, dare nor atremprt the gerting ofa Miniſter, as 
they deſire to be called, untill they hrſt make up, ei- 
ther by petition to. the Parliamend for the ſtates mo- 
ney which pgor Souldcrs want, or ſome other way, a 
vund fm of money 3 which being effe&ed, purs 
courage into Poote ſimple Country men to ad- 
| B ventug 
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vemure into their preſence with all lowly ſubmiſhon, 

. Sir, we have maintenance for an honeſt man, per- 
Haps 'tooh.per annum,if that be too little; wait a while, 
and f ethaps 200. of 360. appears, which will ſerve to 
make wp the bargain : juſt as a ſervant who puts forth 
hinefelf for a year will make the moſt of his ſervice; al- 
thovgh irs rrue, the conditions are Contrary. | 


Condit 0ns; 


T Nprimis, I will be your Miniſter (which ſignifies a 
F-- Servant) or rather your Lord, on condition that 
you will engage ro'give me thus much by the year in 
money, or Tythes, as the condition is. Ergo, the 
Prieſts of England preach for hire. 
" "2: T will be your Miniſter in name, provided I 
may be your Lord 3 for ſo they are indeed, and rule 
over You, and you will become ſubjedts and ſlaves un- 
ro ine, bow down before me,and call nie your Maſter. 
E780, the Prieſts of England are the peoples Lords. 
3+ I will be your Miniſter, provided you will n 
contradi& me in whar I preachand teach you, if you 
will believe as I believe, and reach you 3 or rather 
then this Arricle ſhall make a breach, they will get an 
Ordigance from the Rouſe of Lords, which will ſerve 
their rurn to prevent any from objeRing againſt theirFA; 
Octhogox Divinity, alrhovgh never ſo humane: O hor-Fr; 
rible impierty! Men may now preach lyes by a Law. Jr 
4- And hnally, I will be your Miniſter, providedfth; 
that I may have my liberty to remove again when I ſeeſhdi 


acall : which is like to. be the nexe Parſonage tendredyfeu: 


wherein 10. or 20 If. per anrum be avgmented to hi 
' year! 


# 
| 


Its CR 
o early imainrenante : as the liired ſervant him- 
'- | ſelfar liberty for his own advantage, at the end -of 'e- 
5 | - VErY Year | { | Led 
O Thus the bargain is made, and the condition. is 
h } drawn, the Prieſts now with much comfort 'and'ala- 
l- 3 crerty, fals a preaching, for he knowes to a.peny whar 
he hath comming in tor every Sermon he makes-' One 
thing by the way I cannot omit, which'I have known: 
in caſe any one be fo fimple as to limit himſelf for 
thus much by the year, while he live, untoa people, 
they have a way. to fetch him off agaiu with: credit as 
thus: refer it into the hawds of: a Jury: of Divine (as 
_ call them) although indeed bur _—_— _ fm- 
3 4 08 ple people agree unto it 5 Ji men, if anyg 
at | will be oY gee "- 
in ]- This Jury of hamanes quzries into the buſmeſſe, 
che |. finde that their brother hath engaged himſelf :for Tife, 
perhaps for ſome 70 li. per annum, the more fimple 
d Ih man he : Now within a year after, ſome 6 or 7-ſcore 
ule & is tendred, the concluſion it delivered in, he may law- 
an-$ fully ſuſpend with his promiſe, and former engage- 
ere Y menc, wg” ar unto another place. 
5. 1+ There is more naintenance;.the great Lord 
not Fthat drawes 3 he is by the Scxiprure to provide for his 
you Fown, or <lſe he is worſe then an Infidell. | 
her 2. There are perhaps more Souls, and ſo more 
© an Fneed of a Preaching Miniltry, (9c. And thus the man 
rvegmay lawfully remove, his brethren ſo determine it : 
heirgAnd why ? Ir poſſibly may be their own turn next; 
hor-Fthat this is truth : witnefſe Maſter Swayn at Trad- 
7. Jbrookin Suffolk,(with others) thus the minor appears; 
dedfithar the Prieſts of England buy, that they may ſell for 
| {ceadvantage 3 therefore guilty of the fin of Simon Ma- 
Iredefgus : ſo that the truth is, we have many Sir Simons 
0 hiefamongſt us, though under fair pretences and colours: 
| B 2 
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only note'one word bythe _ wherein it will ap- | 
- peas, that they exceed Simon in wickednefſſe. | | 
._ 1- Simon would have bought the gifts of the 
ſpicits/that-ſo-he might have done ewerhing for his 
money: bur theſe .men buy hamane gifrs inſtead of | 
rg and ſer up:, and ſell that, as if it were 
; It, 6 | 
- - 2+ - Simon had good'thoughts of the ſpirit, he | 
- would have bought it-; bur rheſe cry down'rhe ſpirit, 
ec of giddineſſe , and its like they know 
no other: ſpirit, bur char which comes from Oxferd, 
yo Cambridge : Horrible blaſphemy againſt the ſpirit! 
. Mat. 12. 4 1240. 42T1 | | 
/1., \3- Simon did only defire the ſpirit hinaſelf, not 
to limit it to himſelf, as thoſe who know not what the 
ſfpirit'is; who would have 'none ro have it' bur'them- 
. elves: *'no_ Fiſher-man, as Peter; or Tent-maker, as 
Panh, &c. nh 4: 61 


. 


\ . 4+ . And finatly;'' Simon was made ſenſible of his } 
» might repent for:oughy that any one knowes 3 he * 
defired the Apoſtle:ro pray'for him: bur the Simo- | 
niſts of our-rimes ure: fo farre from n_an_\ | 
' that they till. juitifie / themſelves in” their wick 
ncfſe, and 1 {ani afraid; ir will be a very hard thing 
ro __—_ many of: them to repentance, unlefſe when 
ro0 late. ; FTA | 


l AThird 


COPY "Om 


"Eno; 4 4 74 &? 
: Ay : ip « *., hn 
AT bird Parrallel . 
BETWEEN = 

Them , and the Artificial Merchan- 
dizing Traaejman. ©: 


k 


} þ as 


” Pr oneneſſe herween the Arrifciall Tradeſmgn 
and the Prieſts, will appear, theſe few things con- 
lidered- dy OE TEES 

The tradeſman, before he atrains his craft, or cal- 
ling, mult firſt be an Apprentice feyep years, that © 
he may get underſtanding and at in'his calling, for 
there is fome myſtery in every calling; therefore time 
is required for the underſtanding of tr, which by the 
Law 1s not judged lefte than ſeven years, © 

So it is with the Prieſt 3 he muſt, before he ear de 
his crafrs-maſter, ſpend many years in the Schovls, 
perhaps twice ſeven before he conies to maturity, at 
leaſt, he had need be one ſeven years in the Univerſt- 
ty, commonly called rhe ſchools of ' the Prophets; the - 
nurſery of piety, or rather of impiety and wickednef, 
the well-head of Divinity, or rather humanity 1 and 
then by this tinic he hath gotten a pretty good head 
and hand, he is, its likely, able t6 make a fermon naw 
and then, or elſe he muſt needs be a very dunce, for 


, Heharh a very dull head thar cannot learn his trade in 


ſeven years ; yet ſo it, comes to paſſe among theſe men 
very ofren, as well as other tradeſmen; ſcime are more 
ready and handy. in ic then others, one can make two 
Sermons perhaps, while —_ can fcarce make one: 

3 . 


_ ) 
Sr eZ 7 lers, or any other 
handicrafts-man : and ſv like or cradefinen, they ; 
prove differently ; ſome prey honelt in their wt O- 
thers knaves, ſome drunkards, others ſober, ſome 
whore-maſters, others chaſte, ſome more wiſe and 


crafty, others fimple and fooliſh, and thus now their | 


Aprrentinp being e epiredhe are become Maſters 
A ſecond r to be expetted, is their 
feedome ro ro ſet up their =P ſo it is with the handi- | 
afrs-man eſpecially in rhe Ciry of London, or other 
prog places, for a ſmall marrer they are declared 
men of London. So it is with the prieſts , after 
Db ſerved their Apprentiſhips, gained the Arr 
of making a Sermon, and before two, ſome of them; 
they now muſt ger their freedom, which is the appro- 
bation and ordination of ſome principle men of the 
Art ; thus it is with the tradeſman,and thus it is 
with the Prieſts, that is , either the hands of the Pre- ! 
-— hr other Prekaicll Rplloged w——_— 
tizeed into the name of Presbyrers, or 
CL Aſſes. | 
bo The tradefman having obtained his freedome, | 
ap ſhop-windows,and ſets himfelf ro work: | 
be likewiſe thoſe Prieits, they have their ſhops, (viz.) | 
their ſtudies full of good old books, Authors, Fathers, 
all expoficyres of Scripture, and they ſer themſelves 
© work, ſearch one Author, and another Author, and ' 
for the moſt part theſe are the fountains from whence 
they draw all : come to aſk their judgement upon a- 
ny text of Scripture, you muſt tarry am_per they han have 
looked their expoſiters, and then they will 
what their expoſiters fay, whether it be true or Alle; 
for you muſt note, they are not infalliable, nor Apo- 
Rolicall. 4+ The tradeſmen muſt have a time - 
PORE NET TNes, Ts copage make them with his 


word, 
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word, nor blow them. together with the winde : 4% 
ſhoomaker muſt have his time,to make his ſhooes, iti 
Tayler to make 4 garment, (5c and when its madex#3 
made,8 not before-So muſt theſe tradſmien of another 
ature have their times to \make a Sermon, lome 3 
monerh, ſome rwo weeks, ſome one, fome wo Or 
in a week, when like to have good fale, bur -a 
rune they muſt have ro make it yp,they cannot preach 
by the'ſpiric, alas! rhey know wor: what it is, they ate 
ſtrangers unto irzthey oppoſe irzthis is that will throw. 
down theſe Sermon-makers in concluſton;z when poor 
tradeſmen, Coblers, Taylers, Tinkers, Plow njen,Car- 
penters, all-ſorrs of men ſhall preach the everlaſting 
Goſpel, with ſo much light, life, and power, that will 
darken all the light of theſe Sermon-makers; and then 
none'will buy their wares any more- 

5, When the tradeſmans ware is made z it is then 
fit for ſale, and he hath his free marker in his owne 
town; he ſteps forth ſometimes inco other markets 
thar ſo he may vend his wares art the deareſt rates, it 15 
his liberty, and doubtlefſe he may lawfully doe itz aud 
ſomerimes when h2 wants ware, he buies of another ro 
fit his cuſtomers, that ſo he may keep his calling go- 
ing : ſo ir is likewiſe wich our ſpirituall merchand;- 
Zers when their Sermons are . niade, they: have their 
marker daies to ſer them ar ſale, their Sunday or their 
Sabbath, the firſt day of the week: well might 'they, 
as I have heard them formerly, 1tlr up people to come 
to their ſpirituall nzarkets; for they ſd all, and thut.at 
an exceſſive, exciſed rate too, ' and they have: their 
tags of markets, if it make for their advantage; thay 
<an ſell one year perhaps for rwenty ſhillings a, Ser- 
mon, the next they have found a uew. marker place, 
where they can ſell ir may be for 40 ſhillings or three 
pound a Sermon, then Serman-making is worth ſora- 
| B 4 thin,, 
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a goodly trade : ..=< A of note and 
quality bring up their children to this craft 3 and they 
Em beſides this, break forth now and then a day into 
a new market, which ads unto the old ſtore, for this 
they are ſure, their own goes on at home, although 
ves keep marker” in anorher place 3 and ſome- 
times when necefliry, or idlenefle drives them to it, 
they buy of other men, viz.Freach a Sermon of ano- 
ther mans, if the people know it not, ic goes for car- 
rant,though ſomerimes they can read along with them 
as they preach, but 1 muſt confeſle this is ſomething 
baſe. Thus ir appears, that our ſpirituall Merchants 
run parrallel with the remporall, and that Preaching is 
become a meer art amongſt men 3 and truly they have 
cheir ſhops full of godly wares; by which they delude 
and deceive ſouls, John in Revel. 18- 11, 12.0 
their ſhops, or rather their pack, where he gives them 
the tearm of Merchancs 3 and abundance of good ware 
there is, and they ſell all, and the ſouls of men too. 
Qunere- How may they be ſaid to ſell the ſouls of men? 
Anſw. In that they. owa thoſe to be Chriſtians, 
ch are no Chriſtians, and thoſe to be Churches, 
which are no Churches, for this very end, that they 
may inrich themſelves 3 thus they ſell ſouls,thar 15, de- 


- 


Inde and undoe Guls under the name of Chriſtians for 4 


money 3 witneſfe their readineſle to ſpriukle and co- 
zen Infants, if their parents pay them Tyrhes,elſe nor: 
they ſell the ſouls of men, for five or teu pound, they 
will forfake their core of ſouls, as they call ir, ſel them 
for gain, be a ſhepherd to them this year, ſell his Inte- 
reſt in'them the next, go whither they will, he cares 
not, ifhe can' per advantage : a very bireling, that doe 
not - only fly from his flock when danger comes, but 
fels his intereſt in them for gain, come what wil come 
of them, he cares not 3 although it's confeſ}, it's better 
| where 
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where they are not, then where they are, for there's 
ſome hopes of undeluding poor ſouls. 

Thus it, evidently appears, that the artificial tradef- 
man, and the Maſters of Arts the Prieſts, run parrallel 
ro , a much ſpiricualneſle in che one as in the 
other; 1 mean in relation ro their calling; alchough its 
confelt thac rhe firſt is lawfull, the ſecond, altogether 
earthly, ſenſual and deviliſh 3 only take notice of a 
word by the way, wherein it will appear, that rhe Art 
and trade of making and ſelling of Sermons, far ex 
ceeds all other arts and trades beſides, and that in 
theſe following parciculars- | 

I. Iuthcir Genrtility, they are maſters before e- 
vet they open their ſhops, or ſet up their trades. 

2. [In their fale, they uſually have the higheſt mar- 
kers, they often ſell their Sermons (when cheaxeſt)for 
an Angel z when one might buy as good in a book- 
ſellers ſhop, and'ir may be a betrer tor three pence, ſo 
that their ware comes uſually ro a good market, eſpe- 
cially of late, excepr ſome poog ones , or Cavaliers, 
they its like would be content with a reaſonable mar- 
ket ſometimes, but irs like ere long that this rrade of , 
$ Sermon-ſelling will be very dead and low, ſo low;thar 
4 they will ſtand weeping and crying alas ! alas! for no 
# man buies their wares any more 3 and how will their 
_— houſe keeping and hoſpirality go forwards 

ren ? | | 
3. They have one great advantage more,they doe 
not only meer with the deareſt markets, bur they can 
ſell one Sermon diverſe times, they can ſell a Sermon, 
aud yet keep him to make and fell twenty paire of ſer- 
mons, and yet have never the lefſe. Let any handi- 
crafts man come forth and doe the like, if they could, 
they. might well inrich theniſel es: bur was ever ſuch a 
thing as this heard of ? What, ſell a thing, and _ a 

in2, 
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_ thing, and ſell it again? Yea, and again too perhaps: 
Should I know a nal ſell mee. and yet keep 
them, and ſell them again, I would brand him+for an JF 
arch couzoner, or the like of any other calling. -+ 

4+ Advantage, They can fell that which isnot FF ; 
money nor ware, as the proverb is 3 ſo it be { 
thing it paſſes : a tradeſman muſt ſell rthar whi 
good, or elſe he ſhall be counted diſhoneſt, an 
buyer hath ſo much liberty as to try ir, to look into 
the goodnefle of ir, if he like it, he buyes it, if not, he & {4 
leaves it 3 bur theſe Merchants have gotten an Otdi- F , / 
nance to compell men to receive what they bring 
them, be it good or bad : Oh horrid wickednefſe ! F « 
What, muſt we have it whether we will or no? You t 
Merchants of London, ſtir up your ſelves, ger you fuch Y £ 
an Ordinance if you can, it muſt needs inrich you: | 
Whar,ſell all manner of ſtinking wares by a Law? And | 
none durſt queſtion it ? 

s. They ate Monopolizers too, they have gotten 
their Pattentees to Monopolize all ro themſelves, 
none muſt ſell, nay, none may give, when they ſell ; 
a wonderfull way ro inrich themſelves, Was there ever 
ſuch a thing as this heard of ? What, to Monopolize 
the gift of Preaching ! | 

Quere. Is net this againſt the liberty of the SubjeZt 2 3 

Anſw. Yea, queſtionleſſe. | 

Quere. Have not the Parliament declared againſt it? ? 

Anſw. Yea. 

Quere+» Was it not one end of the Parliaments war to 
free the Subje# from it? ; 

Anſv>. Yea, it wasſo pretended, and 1 ſuppoſe ir 
was really intended. - 

Qnere. Are not Menopolizes and Monopolizers much 
more dangerous and diſbonourable, in ſpirituall things 


then in temporal? 
* | Anjw. 
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« Anſw. Yea, For firſt, Herein the free operation 

of the ſpitir is as much as lycth in man preven 

l it. | ' j 
Secondly, Poor ignorant Engliſh men are much a- 

t i abuſed by ir, who know not their _ 

4 Thirdly, the ſpiriroalt Merchants of the man of ſin, 

$ & the kingdome of Anti-chrift, are inriched by jr. 

e Quere- Did the Parliament thinke they had made a 

o 8 Patentee, and the Priefts Monopolizers, when they gave 

e & them that Ordinance, that none ſhould preach but them- 

- 8 ſelves? | 

p Anſw.. 1 ſuppoſe they did nor, if they had, "= 

17 could nor have walked in a way fo dire/tly again 

u F their own principles, their own Declarations, and the 

h # Subjects liberty. 

| Jnere: May we not expe that the Parliament will 

call in this Patentee again ? 

Anſw. Yea, queſtionlefſe, when they ſee the evil 
ni of it, and it is the ſubjes liberty tro expe it 3 it is 
5 & that for which chey have advenrured their lives, ſufter- 

3 <d the loſſe of their eſtares 3 aud therefore ir cannor 
2 bur be a great bondage and burthen unto the ſubjedts, 
£Y ro ſee and'feel the heavy yoak and bondage of Mono- 

$ polizcrs yet remaining- 
?% However, God will take their Parentee from them, 

7 for the Saints muſt ſpeak thoſe things they have ſeen 
!3 and heard; notwithſtanding their engroſſing all into 

$ their own hands : Thus have I brictly, and plainly 
diſcovered the careleſnes and corruption of the Prieſts 
of England, notwithſtanding their fair prerences, nor 
ſcandalizing their perſons, bur diſcovering their evil 
conditions, to that end that Engliſhmen might not be 
enſlaved, eſpecially in their ſpirits, unto ſuch a gene- 
ation, whoalone ſeck rhemſclves. 
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(3=* 1- Was mt the Jewiſh Prieſts and Levites 
<.-typicat : And did not they type forth the Miniftry 
of the Goſpel? ; 

Anſw. Irs true, they were typical, but they ryped 
forth Chriſt, the great high-Prieſt of Saints, Hebr. 9. 
Not the Prieſts of theſe times. 

2+ They werea type of all the Saints in Chriſt, 

* for Chriſt and the Sainrs are one, and all the Saints 
are the Lords portion, an holy Prieſt-hood unto the 
Lord, I Pet- 2. no Pricſt-hood by office, bur all. the 
Saints are Prieſts. | 


| Qnere. 2+ ; 

Is it not ne ceſſary, ſeeing the gifts of the Spirit are loft, | 

that there ſhould be a getting of thoſe gifts again by hn- * 

mane induſtry, as Tongues, Arts, (5c- ; 
Anſw. 1. 1tis all one, as if a man ſhould be ſo fim- 
ple, as having loſt a pearl, ſhonkd inſtead thereof , buy 
a clod of dirr, a good (atisfaftion for ſuch a lofle 3 the 
gift of the Spiric being loſt, ger alittle of the wiſdome 
of man, which is bur as dung, and drofſe in compari- 
{on of it the wifdome of the fleſh is death, Rom: 

I. 6, ; 
2. Its the Anointings of Anti-chiiſt , the _ 
cing 
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being loſt, Antichriſt ſers up the wiſdome of the fleſh 
in room of it, for in all things Antichriſt ſeeks to imi- 
rare Chriſt; as well in the fleth, as in the ſpirit- 


3. The Saints are made pertakers of the fame 
Spirit the Apoſtles were 3 for if the ſpirit of Chriſt be 
not in you, yee are'none of his; Chriſt is in you, elſe 
you are reprobates , if ſo, then no need of all this 
Humaniry- FN 

4+ This Spirit of God manifeſt in -the Saints, will 
diſcover and deſtroy this Humane ſpirit of Anti-chriftz 
by things thar are not in the worlds eyes, wil he bring 
to nought things thar are. 


Quere. 3- 

If Miniſters of the Goſpel may not lawfully indent for 
maintenance for their Preaching, ſeeing the labourer is 
worthy of his hire, and he that provides not for his own 
15 worſe then au Infidel? : | 


| Anſw. 

I« -1f Chriſt and his avoſtles or either of them 
did fo, then they may, elſe nor, Gah. 6. - 

2.\ If ir ſtands with the fidelity of a ſervant to his 
maſtery elſe not : 'freely ye have received , freely 
g1Ve- | 4 
3+ Chriſt hath undertaken to care for thoſe that 
crulk him, Luke IO, Matth. 6, 


Sixteen 
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Sexteen Queries 


of concernment, 


Propounded, with a deſire of an Anſwer 
from thoſe who can, or pleaſe. 
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3.FF ever the Lord made uſe. of any as Miniſters of 

4 his minde, unto the people, that were bread idle i 
at Schools and Univerſities all the dajes of 'their lives, 
wichour a calling, as the Prieſts of England, bur rather *ÞF ' 
the contrary, as Moſes a ſhepherd , a > 4 Plough- 
man, David a ſhepherd, Amos a Herdſ-man ; Chriſt | 
hiniſelf a Carpenter, Pax/a Tenc-maker, Peter afiſh- 
erman? gc. + , 

2. If ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles did get a Paten- 
ree, Viz an Ordinance from man to Monopelize the 
gift of Preaching to themſelves ? . 

3- « If ever Univertities and Schools of ' humane ( 
learning were in Scripture, called the fountains, or 
well-heads of Diviniry ? { 

4+ Whether ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles did In- 4 

dent with their hearers, what to have for preaching 


before they preached unto them ? 1 
$5. Whether ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles built | 
their Churches by humane Authority ? k 


+, '& Whether Chriſt and his Apoſtles did at any ( 
time gather the propliane carnal men of the world in- 
F ro 
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Þ to the Church, excluding the Saints, who out of tens 
derneſle and light, follow him ? 

7- Whether ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles deterred 
any from Preaching the Goſpel, by the powers of the 

carcth ? 

3 8. Whether ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles made 

uſe of theſe rwo great bug-bears, ſo common in uſe 

with the Prieſts of England,to prevent the Saints from 

preaching the Goſpel, and the world from hearing 

them, viz- 1. The approbarion and ordination of the 

men of rhe earth. 2. Humane learning, the language 
of the Beaſt, without which men are in their account 

alrogecher unmeetr to medle in the things of God ? 

9. Whether ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles tirſt bap- 
rized, and than twenty or fourty yeares after taughr 
them faith ? 

10. Whether eyer Chriſt and his Apoſtles deluded 
the World, viz. the ignorant and prophane, with the 
name of Chriſtians z when there was no ſuch thing ap- 

red ? \ 

11. If ever Chriſt or his Apoſtles had a hundred 
or rwo hunzred pounds per annum for Preaching ? 

12. If ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles appropriated 
Tyrhes ro themſelyes for gry ? | 

13. If ever Chrilt and his Apoſtles did remove frons 
one Pai ſonage ro another ? | | 

14, If ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles did coutirm the 
tiuch chey delivered by the power of the Magiſtracy, 
Authors, Farhers, (5c. 

15. Whether the Spirit reaching be nor ſufficient 
in rhe things of God ? 

16. Whether ic be rot the work of Chriſt, and 
that which is to be expeRed in theſe later daies, to 
ovefrurn, overcurn, overturn, all theſe things ated by 
Men, contrary to his own minde ? 

FINIS. 


